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that only a week after the first outbreak, on December 28th and
sgth, detachments of the Burma Rifles had to be sent to the
front. Alantaung, the rebel headquarters, was stormed and
captured. A so-called " palace " occupied the highest point in
the village, furnished with some luxury. It was promptly burned
by the troops, but Saya San succeeded in making his escape.
Desultory fighting continued, necessitating further military
reinforcements. The rebel numbers appeared to fluctuate, and
much mystery surrounded the movement and its objects. From
the jungle they issued from time to time, attacking convoys,
burning villages and committing acts of savagery. A number of
prisoners were captured by the combined military and police
forces. The members of Saya San's rebel army were one and all
tattooed with a design rendering them, they were told, immune
from bullets, which in the end only served to facilitate their
identification.
At Henzada, a district still nearer Rangoon, there was another
threatening movement of revolt. It was definitely repressed by
the speedy action taken. The rebels everywhere were badly
armed, with muskets of antiquated form, spears, and " dahs "—
weapons, however, that are by no means negligible in close-
quarter fighting in the thick jungle. Elsewhere in Burma there
was little repercussion, though with a race as impulsive as are
the Burmese there was always risk of further outbreaks. At
certain spots far inland, such as the valley of the Chindwin, the
great tributary of the Irrawaddy, there were signs of unrest.
The rebellion dragged on for a long time. Fighting in the jungle
was difficult and costly. The police and troops employed in the
suppression of the disorders suffered much. The losses were
not proportionately heavy but fatigue and ill health and the
intangibility of the enemy rendered the campaign arduous and
enervating. Gradually the Burmans perceived that they had
been misled. The publication of a general pardon for all such
as had not actually participated in murder and crime led to many
surrenders and the back of the revolt was broken. For a long
time however the spirit of unrest hovered over certain districts
and it is doubtful if even to-day the effects have entirely dis-
appeared. Saya San has paid the penalty of his sedition with his
life. Others have been punished but far more toward the
restoration of peace was accomplished by the promise of pardon
to the misled and misguided people than by force. Cured of
their impulsive lawlessness several thousands returned to their

